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MUSIC

45 ANILLUSTRIOUS JOURNEY The organisation has brought some of the best musicians to its stage. Himamshu (extreme right) works
tirelessly to keep the festival together

The 8th Cross Ganesha Festival in Mysore has been hosting music concerts for
55 years. Thanks to the untiring efforts of C.R. Himamshu, the three day festival
is now a ten day festival with all the top musicians performing in it

5. NARAYANAN

f one happens to be in
Mysore in August-
september when the
Ganesha Festival is
celebiated all over the
city, in private and public
spaces, one cannot {ail to
notice & very prominent
event, a 10-day Carnatic
music bonanza in the lovely
Mysore suburh, VV.
Mohalla, popularly known
as Vontikoppal. To be
precise, it is the "8th Cross
Ganesha Festival” (as the
residents call it) which is
the main attraction, chiefly
because it is exclusively an
affair connected with
classical music of the
highest quality. The music
concerts are not held in a

[ listening to Sanjay

specially built auditorium

{ but in the open under a tent

(once temporary, but now
permanent), where you have
to huddle together if it
rains. Even when it is
pouring one can see people
standing or sitting in
ordinary plastic chairs

Subramanyam or T.M.
Krishna or Chitraveena
Ravikiran offering.an
ealborate alapana or neraval
or swaraprastara, The
concerts are not ticketed 1
and one can get to hear all
the stalwarts from all parts |
of the country. A podium

with the idol of Lord

Ginesha at the back is the
concert stage. The concerts

| begin at 6.30 p.m. and go on

both joyous and serene, and
the quality is of a very high
order. The audience
includes knowledgeable
rasikas, aspiring youngsters,

till 10 p.m. or beyond,
depending on the ‘mood” of
the musician, The audience
is made up of local residents|
and those living in nearby |

The concert line up

On September 5, therewill  violin, Trichur R, Mohan
be a nadaswara recital by on the mridangam, and
Krishnamurthy and party.  Kovai Suresh on the

On September 6, there will  ghatam,

be a vocal duet by Trichur On September 7, there
Brothers, Krishna Mohan  will be a chitraveena recital
and Ramkumar Mohan, by Ravikiran, who will be
They will' be accompanied accompanied by Akkarai

by L. Ramakrishnanon the:  Subbalakshmi, KV. Prasad

localities. The atmosphere is |

and a fair number of the
newly initiated, The
concerts during this season
are arranged by SPVGMC
Trust has been running the
show for past 55 years, It

on mridangam, and G.S.
Ramanujan on the ghatam,
On September 8, Carnatic
vocal recital by T.M.
Krishna, R.K. Sriramkimar
on the violin, Mangj Siva
on the mridangam, and
Guruprasanna on the
ghatam.

began in the early 1960 as
a modest three-day affair,
the festival features now
almost all the best that
Carpatic music offers today
and also some prominent
Hindustani music
exponents. The late Smit,
Soundaramma Venkatesh, a
muncipal concillor, was the
driving force in the early
years, C.H. Himamshu, the
present secretary joined the
team of organisers when he
was in his team and has
been instrumental in
making the event a gala
affair today. His mother, the
late Rajamma C.R.. Gowda
was Mysuru T. Chowdiah's
niece and was an
accomplished vocalist
herself. Himamshu has with
him'a team of dedicated
volunteers drawn from
different walks of life. While
pursuing different vocations
from shon-keening to

teaching and reasearch, they
are equally committed to
upholding a tradition and
furthering the cause of
Carnalic music,

As most rasikas know, it is
not easy to offer a rich fare of
classical music ‘free’ to the
audience. The expenses
involved are staggering,

| Himamshu and his associates

have been able to mobilise
funds from philanthropists,
affluent rasikas and also
govenrment agencies; all of
whom have been generous in
their support all these years.
The organisational aspect is
the most challenging as one
can imagine. In the age of:
email and internet, things
make look easy as arranging
for accomodation, travel,
tickets etc. can be done
without too much fuss, But
till recently these had to be

| ‘done only by running around, ¢

finding people with time and
energy and co-ordinating
various activities connected
with the conduct of a ten-day
music festival, This,
Himamshu was able to do
because he had the energy
and the commitment and,
more importantly, a group of
sincere associates who have
lent admirable support to
him for a worthy cause,

While saluting the efforts
put in by members of the
Trust and others, one feels a
little apprehension about the
future,

People genuinely interested

[ in classical music will have to

be really active and support
the organisers of rich events.
One cannot rely on corporate
sponsorship or government
agencies alone. The larger
public which gets some of the
rewards of such
organisational efficiency
should be able to come
forward to mobilise both
funds and personnel so that
events of this kind can be
continued and new cvents
can be promoted elsewhere.
One has to appreciate the
musicians and rasikas who
have made every year's
programme a huge success,
One cannot but admire the
organiser’s efforts. At the
same time it is important to
remember that what has
been achieved in the past 55
vears has been the result of
untiring efforts put in by
everyone and that should be
continued by future
dgenerations
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Down The Memory Lane

but their logo. It has significantly
occupied a very prominent place

in classical music (mostly Kamatak)
scene of culturally rich Mysuru. Itis just
a small stretch of road in 8th Cross of
an Old Extension of our city — VV. Mo-
halla— off Kalidasa Road. But one can-
not make out what a magnetic musical
attraction this small stretch of road has
to altract renowned classical musicians
to perform and eagerly waiting kals
rasikas to kisten to them every year dur-
ing Ganesha festival. A musical treat, in-
deed, for nearly two weeks. It although
looks like even the presiding delty Lord
Ganesha wants to hear-a good concert.
Looking at these most attractive
flex- type panels with the photos of all

Il 15 just not numerical number '8’

greal musicians that our country has
produced, one cannot believe that it
is 2 stage behind grand decoration for
this 55th Year of Heritage Music Fes-
tival. The piclures of Ustad Bismillah
Khan, M.S. Subbulakshmi and Yehudi
Menuhin are decorated on the top as
it is being observed as their centenany
year. Name any artistes on the either
side of the picture panels, they have all
performed here over the past 55 years,
And that i5 again perhaps, the glory
{s%zk) of this 8th Cross. Somebody
had described this as 'Divine Dais.’

As | started living in Jayalakshmipu-
ram across V.V, Mohalla over 45 years
ago in 1970, in between except trans-
fers, and again living in V.V. Mohalla,
very close to Bth Cross from 2000, [ am
- a-wilness {o its popularity and how well
and meticulously programmes planned
and conducted. | had seen in those
days chairs were not provided and
people used to sit on the large cofton
carpets (&=boer) spread on the full
stretch of the road.

By K. Vijaya Kumar

Former Jt. Director of Information & Publicity

'‘Special person Himamshu'

This is how Magsaysay Awardee top
musician TM. Krishna has described
C.R. Himamshu, who is the brain be-
hind in organising this festival and who
has grown along with it. As a tireless
Secretary continuously for neary 50

years belonging to the family of the leg-
endary violinist T. Chowdiah (younger
sister's grandson), he commands high

respect from all these well-known ar- -

tistes and they would wait for his invita-
tien to perform without saying 'No,’

| too know him for a long time close-
Iy and his mother late Rajamma C.R.
Gowda was a popular musician.
His brother C.R. Harish was work-
ing in my Department as head of the
Vehicle Section.

Ancther unique capacity of him was
{o have close contacis with musiclov-
ing. senior officers of the government
like R. Krishnakumar, Chiranjeev Singh
and many others and would get their
support for the programmes.

Himamshu regrets that the annu-
al grant sanctioned by Ch'imnjaw
Singh when he was the Secretary
of Kannada & Culture Department
in 1985 to host the programme has
been discontinued since the last
three years. He earnestly appeals the

Department to continue the support.

wllness t0 99 years of Heritage
Musical lnurnev on 8th Cross

SPVGMC
TRUST

Of course, he has the greal encour-
agement under art patron KNV Mur-
thy, President R. Vasudevamurthy and
Vice-President M. Lakshminarayan. He
alzo has a band of dedicated colleagues
in organising the festival — Joint Secre-
tary N. Nagaraj, Treasurer C. Cheluvaraj,
Trustees T.S. Venugopal, Shylaja, Am-
aresh Das, M.K. Sridhar and Vasanth.

Those elders who have enjoyed and
seen this Music Festival since its begin-
ning in 1962 may share their experienc-
es with interesting anecdotes, ifany.

Stage for Gamaka Vaachana

It is heartening that the organisers
have provided some lime for Kavya
Viaachana before the music concert, ar-
ranged by city's well-known Parampare
from last year. But only a few listeners
are seen attending this rich-valuable
programme. Here | would like to quote
what our great DVG has said on Kuma-
ra Vyasa Bharata just in one line (as
mentioned by Dr. N.K. Ramashashan in
his discourse):

"This is perhaps, the grandast epic
poem in the language (Kannada), for
vastness of conception, for vivid-
ness of portraiture.’

-Let more people develop a laste to
listen to Gamaka Vaachana and en-
courage this age-old arl.

e-mail: kumarkv59@gmail.com
[Photos: M.N. Lakshminarayang Yadav]
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H M Aravind | TNy

here was nothing unusual
I when four-year-old C R Hi-
mamshu took interest in
musie for he belonged to a fami-
Iy of musicians, At 59 now, there
is nothing that can part his asso-
clation with the world of music.
For over 50 years, he has been
treating Mysoreans to Indian clas-
sical music.

Ahead of Dasara festivities,
Vonti Koppal in the city hosts mu-
sical events, thanks to Prasanna
Vidya Ganapathi. Mahotsava
Charitable Trust that gets promi-
nent musicians to the city en-
righing its cultural quotient.
Every Ganesha festival, the Trust
conducts classical music events.
“I was crazy about Indian classi-
cal music and felt it would suffer
if not promoted. That is what we
are trving to do,” he explains. His
grandfather Mysore T Chowda-
iah, violinist, had told him that
music should reach people. "That
was my inspiration,” he says. His
mother Rajamma was a vocalist
and taught music at the Fine Arts
College of the University of
Mysore,

Though Himamshu loved mu-
gic, he took to organizing music
shows, A resident of Vonti Kop-

FOR THE CITY

pal, he got involved with the
Prasanna Ganapathi Mahotsava
Committee in 1962, which was lat-
er registered as a Trust in 1965,
Every year, the committee installs
Ganesha idols at the 8th cross in
Vonti Koppal.

A follower of Mahatma Gand-
hi and former Union minister Tul-
sidas Dasappa, he guit studies af-
ter SSLC and was inclined to-
wards politics, yet he didn't give
up his passion for music,

His inspiration was his grand-
father Chowdaiah, also known as
Violin Chowdaiah, who designed
the seven-stringed violin to match
up to the accompanying vocalist,
“From Lalgudi Jayaraman to Ma:

harajpuram Santam, from K R .

Mahalingam to Mandolin Srini-

vas, many have parformed at Von-

ti Koppal,” he says. “His devotion
to music is unguestionable. He
has helped many youngsters to fo-
cus on music keenly” says voeal-
ist Manasa Navana. The only con-
cern for Himamshu is that the
government support for music is

Music never stops here
CITIZEN &

| was crazy about

Indian classical

music and felt it

would suffer if not
promoted. That is what
we are trying to do

C R Himamshu

not encouraging, "Mvsore is ro-
garded as a cultural capital, but
thers is no support to promote cul-
tural activities," he savs.
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